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October 2006 
Issue #10 

 
This newsletter is sent out  to all who have called in on the AWA net and who have email 

facility, and those who have paid for mail envelopes, with the hopes that it will encourage you to 

call in again and help to keep the AWA net alive and well. 

 

Should you not want to receive any further publications of this newsletter, drop me a note and I 

will take you off the mailing list. Should you prefer to receive a hard copy via snail mail, please 

send an SASE for the period you would like to receive these and I will process for you. 

 

Happenings: 
 
The end of the year is rapidly approaching and this also means its time to elect a President for 2007. 
What we would like to see is nominations by you the readers and listeners for this most prestigious 
position in the AWA. Let us have your nominations by email and we will post them on the Saturday net, 
which will give you all a chance to ponder over them and then make a decision.  
 
It would be good if we could have our new President elected by the end of November, with a small 
committee, to assist him. 
 
The positions available are: 
 
President 
Technical Advisor 
Public Relations 
Net Controller 
Newsletter Editor  
 

In this modern electronic day and age, distance is not a problem. So if you want to nominate 

someone who call’s in on a regular basis and you feel could handle the task of President, even if 

they live in Cairo, they are only a PTT, or an email away. 
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ZS0AWA/CW. 

 
 

 
The CW net continues along with very little activity over the past month probably due to band 

conditions. Regulars have been Barrie ZS6AJY, Ben ZS5SIB and Ian ZS5IAN. Band conditions 

continue to plague us, but we still keep the air waves warm with a bit of RF on Saturday 

afternoons at 14:00 SAST. The net is run at 12 wpm and so should meet the needs of all 

interested in CW. 7020 is the frequency.  

 

  

AM Net: 

 
AM call in at 09:15 on Saturday morning has been abandoned until some improvement happens 

in the bands. With conditions being the way they are and also having the 40/80 relay, we have 

decided it would be better this way.  

 

The AM group on Wednesday evenings has been plagued with similar problems although not as 

consistent on 80m. The band goes out sometimes before the net even has a chance to get going, 

and then opens up again after a short while. There have been some fairly good contacts on 80m 

AM during the month.  

 

The following stations have called in on the AM net on Wednesday evenings: ZS5RK, ZS5DR, 

ZS2AB, ZS6AVM, ZS6ALL, ZR6DNS, ZS6BOX, ZS6AW, ZS6RAD, 3DA0BD and yours truly 

ZS6ADY 

 

Please come up and join us if you have the time and the inclination. 19:30 Wednesday evenings 

on 3615. 

 

 

SSB Net: 

 
The 40/80m relay is up and working and certainly makes for calling in on frequency a lot easier. 

Div 5&6 have been operating on 80 with a relay on to 40 and then Div 1,2 & Z22 coming in on 

40 being relayed to 80m. I am sure you will all agree that it makes life a lot easier and seems to 

keep Om Willem happy running the net this way. At least he is able to hear all stations now. 

 

I am sure you will all agree with me that Willem has done an outstanding job as net controller for 

the AWA so far and we all appreciate his efforts. 

 

We appeal to all of you, when calling in on 40m, should you not be able to hear the control 

station, please try 80m if you are able to. Otherwise we have people doubling and it really does 

make life difficult. 

 

Promotions: 

 
Things have quietened down now and perhaps this may be a good time to talk about having a 

swap meet somewhere, with workshops on refurbishing some of the old rigs, flea market for the 

hard to find bits and pieces, as well as rigs that have been gathering dust, and a chance to destroy 

some of the ozone by burning some meat on the fire and talking nonsense and propagation. 

 

Seeing as no one came up with any suggestions, what about Saturday 04 November. 

 

Would be interested to hear any response to this suggestion. 
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(Reproduced with permission from QST and Vintage Radio by ARRL) 
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Restoration News:  

 
 

The list of valves that we purchased for the AWA will be circulated to all on the mailing list, 

within the next week or 2. I opted not to send it out with this newsletter so as to keep the size 

down. John ZS2J has also sent me a list of valves that he has in stock to add to our list. Should 

you have any valves you want to donate to the AWA, let me know and we will make 

arrangements to collect them and add them to the growing list. 

 

Hint from Danny: 
Hint on limiting drift from older valve-type VFO's. Replace all caps with silver mica and put a small laptop 
computer fan near VFO tube. DC voltage can be obtained from filament lead and rectified by a 1N4001 
etc. Adjust speed of fan with series resistor to blow a gentle low speed breeze over tube. I use it in my 
Swan 350 that was prone to drifting and it works fine now 
 

 

Shack News: 

 
Alan, ZS6BIK, sent me this picture of an old SARL Membership card that he found inside a 

Hammurlund HQ120 that has been donated to the AWA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swap Column: 

 
Any swaps or items for sale in the antique line ? Let me have the details and we will advertise it here. 
 
There is an online swap shop on the website of the Highway Amateur Radio Club for ALL amateurs and 
interested parties to use - it is not restricted to members only. We have been invited to make use of this 
facility too. Should you want to, use the link to the HARC at the end of the page to take you to their 
website. 
 

  
 

If you would like to forward this newsletter to any other interested parties, please feel free to do 

so. Print it out and put in on your club notice board, or give it to someone interested in valve 

radios. If you know of any who report in on the net but don’t have email, print it out and give 

them a copy. 
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Net days and times: 

 

Saturday 08:30 SSB net - frequency – 7070Mhz 

Saturday 09:15 AM net – frequency 7070Mhz 

Saturday 14:00 CW net – frequency 7020Mhz 

Wednesday 19:30 AM net – frequency 3615 (-5 for QRM) 

 

This, and past copies of the AWA Newsletter can be downloaded from 

http://members.harc.org.za/newsletters/AWA/. Our thanks to the Highway Amateur Radio Club 

in Durban (http://www.harc.org.za) for providing this service to our members and other 

interested parties. 

 

Thanks for the bandwidth. 

 

DE ZS6ADY FOR ZS0AWA 

 

 

Not exactly antique, but how’s this for a serious mobile unit. 


